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Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History

Special points of
interest:

e 4,320 new cataloged
objects

e 29,086 new photographs,
added, including comple-
tion of the Wilkes collec-
tion

e 47 volumes (8,474 pages)
from ledger books have
been added to EMu and
linked to their catalog
records.

e 3 new collections in
2014.
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New Website for the John P. Harrington Papers Launched

The National Anthropological
Archives has launched a new
website that provides a portal
to an amazing resource of infor-
mation on endangered language
and cultural knowledge — the
Papers of John P. Harrington.
Harrington, an early 20% centu-
ry linguist and anthropologist,
spent over 40 years recording
information from American
Indian people, documenting
some |30 separate languages,
tied to information on cultural
practices, environmental
knowledge, stories and songs. In
the process he assembled over
700,000 pages of notes, and
thousands of photographs, plant
samples, and sound recordings
made on now-obsolete alumi-
num disks. This material has
been the foundation for a wide
range of research spanning lin-
guistic analysis to forest man-
agement. Until now, access to
the material was limited to
those who could spend exten-

Harrington Collection

Harrington Home Explore by Media

Chumash

The John Peabody Harrington Collection

Explore the diverse media associated with this language group.
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Manuscript and Microfilm Materials

sive time in the NAA or who
could afford to purchase micro-
film copies. Thanks to a gener-
ous gift from the Arcadia Fund,
nearly 500,000 pages of Harring-

ton’s notes are now available
online, together with samples of
audio files, images of mounted

plants, and photographs.

Rare Film Debuts 42 Years Later

Christopher Moore, a pre-
doctoral fellow with the Hu-
man Studies Film Archives
recently arranged for two
screenings of Argentine
filmmaker Jorge Preloran’s
1972 documentary about arti-
san craftwork and moderniza-
tion in Argentina. The
filmmaker donated his body of
work to the Human Studies

Film Archives, including what
is believed to be the only print
of a film called Valle Fértil in
existence. One screening took
place in the provincial capital
of San Juan, Argentina, some
three hours from Valle Fértil,
and the second, in Valle Fértil,
the town from which the film
takes its name. As the local
newspaper put it in their head-

line, there were, “Cries, laugh-
ter, and dreams realized with
a film that has waited 42 years

[to be premiered].”
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Gift From Samoa

On July 2" US Congressman
Faleomavaega and visiting
Samoan artists Tufuga Su’a
Tupuola Uilisone Fitiao
(traditional master tattoo
artist) and Regina Meredith
(M.F.A,, Professor of Art,
American Samoa Community
College) made a special
presentation of a full set of
tatau (tattooing) instruments
to the Smithsonian National

Front Row: Su’a Tupuola Uilisone FitiasoRegina Meredith, Mrs. Hina Hunkin, Dr.
Adrienne Kaeppler, Congressman Faleomavaega Eni Hunkin, Philip LoPiccolo. Back row:
unknown, Tierney Brown, Dr. Jake Homiak, Dr. Joshua Bell, James Wood, Dr. Mary Jo

Arnoldi, lllya Moskvin, Greta Hansen. Photo by Jim DiLoreto

Museum of Natural History.
Tufuga Su’a Uilisone and Pro-
fessor Meredith were visiting
artists at the Smithsonian Insti-
tute’s Recovering Voices Pro-
gram working on the Polyne-
sian Tapa project with
Adrienne Kaeppler and Greta
Hansen. The complete tatau
set which included a storage
container, dyes, tattoo combs,
files, and other tools was hand-

crafted by Tufuga Su’a Uilisone.

seen an explosion
in archaeological
activity during the
past twenty years,
and much of that
data has yet to be
archived so it is
easily available
for research and
resource
management

A team coordinated by Bill
Fitzhugh in the Arctic Studies
Center is working in partner-
ship with several Mongolian
organizations to create an ar-
cheological database to enable
researchers, cultural institu-
tions and cultural heritage man-
agers to access the information
collected by various S| teams in
Mongolia over the past decade.

dMongol i aArtig Studies to Aid Preservation of Digital Archeological Data

much of that data has yet to be
archived so it is easily available for
research and resource manage-
ment. Thornton Staples, director of
the Office of Research Information
Services is developing and testing
software that is currently being
tested using archaeological data
from Panama. As research in Mon-
golia began relatively recently, it is
feasible to organize most of the

Mongolia has seen an explosion
in archageological activity during

the pasttwenty years, and early 2016.

collected data. The project is due
to launch sometime in late 2015 or

Habiba Chirchir, Peter Buck
postdoctoral fellow is working
with the Human Origins Pro-
gram researching trabecular
bone density among humans in

Her goal is to understand
whether there are patterns of
low bone density among taxa
which travel long distances

Taking linear measurements of dog and modern human skeletal collections at
the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels

comparison to other mammals.

Comparative Bone Density Research

daily as a means of lightening the
skeleton to reduce energy ex-
penditure during locomotion.
She’s spent the past five months
collecting data from the vast
MSC Mammals and Anthropolo-
gy collections and used medical
CT scanning to estimate bone
densities in skeletons of interest,
which include hyenas, wolves,
foxes, cheetahs, and humans

with different occupations.




Volume 2 Issue |

Unintended Journeys

Unintended Journeys, a photo-
graphic exhibit curated by an-
thropology curators Joshua A.
Bell and Gwyneira Isaac is cur-
rently on view until August |3,
2014, on the second floor of
the National Museum of Natu-
ral History. Developed with
members of NMNH'’s exhibit
and education departments,
(Adam Blankenbicker, Charles
Chen, Jill Johnson, Kim Moeller,
Shannon Willis) the exhibit
explores the relationship be-
tween humans and the environ-
ment, the consequences of
human migration and displace-
ment from natural and environ-

mental disasters, and the role
of photography in shaping our
perceptions of these tragedies.
The show utilizes images taken
by thirteen photographers of
the award-winning Magnum
Photos agency, renowned for
its 65-year engagement with
humanitarian issues. The exhib-
it focuses on five disasters
within the last decade: Hurri-
cane Katrina on the US Gulf
coast (2005), the earthquake
centered in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti (2010), the earthquake
and resulting tsunami on the
Pacific coast of Tohoku, Japan
(2011) and the ongoing issues

of desertification in northern Kenya and the impacts of climat-
ic shifts on the Ganges Delta, Bangladesh. Collectively these
events and ongoing processes are part of a growing trend of
disasters worsened by mounting population pressures, in-

creasing poverty, and shifting climate patterns.

Photo by Don Hurlbert

Powell’s Workbook Returns After 130 Years

Dr. George Clemans, retired
chemistry professor from the
Bowling Green University, OH,
purchased an old book, and
thought it might be of historical
importance, so he contacted
Igor Krupnik and offered the
book for donation to the
Smithsonian. Igor and Ives
Goddard reconstructed its
history, and it’s now at NAA,
scheduled for digitization, to be
put online for the benefit of
linguistic scholars. It is what is
known as one of (John W.)

Powell’s ‘schedules,” a Smith-
sonian-produced handbook
intended for researchers to aid
them in collecting language
information from Native lan-
guage speakers, and belonged
to Lt. Frederick Schwatka
(1849-1892), cavalry officer
and later medical doctor.
Schwatka was very interested
in the lost Sr. John Franklin’s
expedition and spent two years
in the Canadian Arctic, search-
ing for its traces. He collected
language data on the Aivling-

miut Inuit of Repulse Bay, Can-
ada into a small travel journal,
now lost. Dr. Schwatka even-
tually filled out the schedule
based on his earlier research,
but never returned it to the
Bureau of American Ethnology.
After 130 years and thanks to
Dr. Clemans’ donation, it has
returned, and is an example of
“...a remarkable growth in ...
knowledge through the dedi-
cated process of “increase and

diffusion” of scholarly records.”

The Future of Human Evolution

Anthropologist Briana Pobiner
gave a presentation about the
future of human evolution for
Smithsonian Magazine’s “The
Future Is Here: Science Meets
Science Fiction | Imagination,
Inspiration, and Invention”
Festival this past May. Other
scientists and innovators partic-
ipated, including NMNH Direc-
tor Kirk Johnson, Anthropolo-
gy curator Joshua A. Bell, actor
and activist George Takei, and
science fiction authors David
Brin and Kim Stanley Robinson.

(http://
www.smithsonianmag.com/

innovation/future-here-2014-
180949696/no-ist). The pro-
gram coverage of the talk was
picked up by a variety of online
press, including Yahoo News
(http://news.yahoo.com/human-

evolution-definitely-not-over-
expert-says-153036479.html)
and the Huffington Post http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/
05/19/human-evolution-

over_n_5352297.html.
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George Takei and Briana Pobiner
Photo by Caitlin Schrein
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“After 130 years
and thanks to Dr.
Clemans’
donation, it has
returned, and is
an example of “...
a remarkable
growth in ...
knowledge
through the
dedicated process
of “increase and
diffusion” of
scholarly

records.”
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New Physical Anthropology Curator

Sabrina Sholts is the newest Curator in the De-
partment of anthropology, where her research
focuses on understanding sources of phenotypic
skeletal variation in modern human populations.
Before joining NMNH in February 2014, she
received her PhD in Anthropology from UC
Santa Barbara (2010) and held postdoctoral ap-
pointments in Integrative Biology at UC Berke-
ley (2010-2012) and Biochemistry at Stockholm
University (2012-2014). She is particularly inter-
ested in the health effects and evolutionary im-
pacts of past human exposures to environmen-
tal pollutants and the developmental origins of

adult disease.

Recent Activity

JoAllyn Archambault delivered the 2014 Robert Hackenberg Lecture on Advancing Applied Social
Science at. the 74" Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology in Albuquerque.

Mary jo Arnoldi At the International Mande Studies Conference in Bobo Dioulasso, in Burkina Faso
Mary Jo co-organized a panel with Lucy Duran (SOAS University of London) titled "Growing into
Knowledge in the 21st Century in the Mande world". She also presented a paper with Trevor
Marchand (SOAS University of London) on the traditional master-apprenticeship system for training
masons in Djenne and the changes currently underway in this process.

Alan Bain was program planner and chair for two sessions at the annual conference of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, Pacific Division, held on the campus at the University of
California, Riverside. (1) World War Il Anthropology: Austrians and Germans in Poland; Japanese in
Asia; Anthropological Research and the Search for Survivors. (2) California’s World’s Fairs: Panama
Pacific International Exposition, San Francisco, 1915; Panama-California Exposition, San Diego, 1915-
1916. For the first session, Bain was Co-Pl in getting a $20,000 NSF travel grant to bring six speakers

to the symposium including anthropologists from Poland, Japan, and Korea.
Erica A. Farmer, James Smithson Fellow gave a lecture “Managing Cultural Heritage at the Smith-

sonian: Policy, Practice, Precedents? May 14, 2014 at the Smithsonian Castle.

Emilienne Ireland recently appeared in a segment titled “Into Amazonia,” part of a BBC production
called Brazil with Michael Palin. Emi was a cultural interpreter for Palin and his crew as they visited a
village of the Wauja, where she was conducting fieldwork.

Igor Krupnik was awarded an ‘Honorary Lifetime Membership’ by the International Arctic Social
Sciences Association (IASSA) at its 8% Congress in Prince George, British Columbia. The award was
given in “recognition of his sustained and significant contribution to Arctic Social Sciences.” Igor was
one of the founding members of IASSA in 1990 and
he served three times on its governing Board, in
1990-1995 and, again, in 2004-2008.

Stephen Loring and Adrienne Kaeppler re-
ceived Scholarly studies for the Humanities awards.
Stephen’s proposal was “Searching for the Caribou
House: A Community Anthropology Initiative with the
Innu (Montagnais-Naskapi) of Northern Quebec-
Labrador” and Adrienne’s, was Polynesian Barkcloth,
Transforming our Understanding through Integration of
History, Culture, Conservation, and Materials Analysis”
Doug Ubelaker delivered an invited keynote lec-
ture, “Consideration of Pathological Conditions in
Forensic Anthropology,” at the meeting of the Paleopathology Association of South America in Santa

Itsautaku Wauja, Emi Ireland, Michael Palin

Marta, Colombia.




